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time, unless we agree that this is a case in which the chase is
more important than the spoils. If we have been unable to find
any agreed definition of education, we are at any rate in a better
position to know the reason why. It lies in the very nature of
human thought that all useful definitions of such a concept as
education are partial and one-sided. For "concepts are not
something uniform all through their structure. They have none
of the nature of a monolith, but on the contrary are more like a
bunch of different connections united only by a common centre
like a set of many household keys on the same ring. And as we
use only one key at a time, so only one certain aspect of a con-
cept functions in any judgment, not the concept as a whole."1
If one is commanded to stand and deliver a definition of
education, some general ideas on the subject will very likely
occur to one, and a definition akin to that which is to be found
in the dictionary may be produced. But if the concept education
is being used in some actual process of reasoning or exposition,
only the relevant part of the concept will function. It is one of
the penalties of the use of language that we tend to think of
education as a simple thing that is, rather than a complicated
process that goes on—a process so complicated that in actual
practice we think of only one aspect at a time. " In no case are
we capable of thinking of education in such a way as to take
into consideration and pay attention to all aspects of the con-
cept at the same time—sometimes we think of education as
growth, sometimes as a social problem, or as preparation for
life, or instruction, or building up good habits, or as develop-
ment, or as something that must be financed in one way or
another, and so on, and so on."2
Thus if one clear thinker defines education as "securing for
everyone the conditions under which individuality is most
completely developed,"3 and if another defines it as "the pro-
cess of training the industry of man, in its manifold varieties,
1 B. Bogoslovsky, The Meaning of Controversy, pp. 119-23.
a ibid.	3 Nunn, op. cit., p. 5.

